SPANISH II SYLLABUS
Welcome back!  I am so glad that you have chosen to continue to study the wonderful language of Spanish.  Remember that your decision to continue to study Spanish is placing you in a select group.  Spanish is spoken predominantly in over 20 countries around the world, is the second most used language (by native speakers) in the world (behind Chinese) and of course it is the second most used language in the United States.  
You should be proud of yourself for having already acquired a vocabulary of about 1,000 words, phrases and verbs that allow you to communicate in Spanish. Although your ability to speak and understand Spanish is still in its first stages you must be patient.  Remember that what you have learned so far you did not learn overnight, you spent almost nine months acquiring that knowledge.  Just imagine what another nine months will do!
As a second year Spanish student you already know that learning to speak Spanish is a challenging but worthwhile endeavor for students of all career paths.  It consists in the development of 5 language skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing and culture. Again, like last year, you will be presented with a variety of learning techniques that will develop accurate listening, writing and reading skills, verbal communication with good pronunciation, and knowledge of Hispanic culture including history, geography, traditions and customs.
Learning a second language is a skill that takes personal effort, cooperation and participation by all students within the class.  In order to get the most possible out of this class, you will need to be aware of the following standards that have been set for this class.
Grading System
Grading will be on a percentage system as follows:
A   = 100-93              C   =   76-73
A-  =  92-90               C-  =   72-70
B+  =  89-87              D+ =  69-67
B    =  86-83               D   =  66-63
B-  =  82-80                D-  =  62-60
C+  =  79-77               F    =  59-0
Proficiency Policy:
At Oakridge High School a student earns a required credit by: (page 34 in handbook)
1. Pass the course (grades determined with the following formula: marking period 1: 40%, marking period 2: 40%, final exam 20%.)

2. Meet the attendance policy as outlined on pages 29-30
3. Demonstrate proficiency on the course content expectations by one of the following

· Earn a 77% or higher on the final exam (or)
· Average 60% on assessments developed for the course to measure a student’s understanding of the high school content expectations.
Daily work / Homework/ Participation  = 25% of the grade
· Daily work and homework is given on a regular basis so that you can practice what you are learning. It is important that you participate fully in all the given activities so that information is learned faster and retained longer.  Daily work and written assignments are to be done when assigned and are not accepted late unless the student is absent.  Homework is to be completed at home, not in class at the beginning of the hour.  When the bell rings, the assignments are due.
· Class participation will consist of various activities such as listening, communication, games, dictation, etc.  Participation is a vital part of learning a new language. In order to learn a second language it must be practiced in the form of listening, writing and speaking, therefore you will be expected to participate in all activities and respond when called upon. 
· Computer Activities:  I have a variety of computer sites that students can access from my website www.bejaranospanish.weebly.com  One of which is called Quizlets.  Quizlets provides games, activities and self-tests over vocabulary.  I have created vocabulary sets for each of the chapters that we will cover this year.  Another good activity is called Conjuguemos.  This site works with conjugating verb practice.  Use of these websites, as well as new ones as the year progresses,  will be part of the classroom grade.
Tests and Quizzes   =   25% of the grade
· Tests and quizzes consisting of vocabulary and verb conjugation will be given regularly within each unit.
· Projects, skits and compositions will be counted as either quiz grades or test grades depending on length and content.
Common Assessments  =   50% of the grade
· Chapter / Unit tests (common assessments) will be given about every 3 to 4 weeks.
· Oral assessments will be given as part of each unit test, as well as for each semester exam.
Tests, quizzes and common assessments that are missed due to excused absences may not be made up during class period.  It is your responsibility to make arrangements to make up tests and quizzes before or after school.  TESTS, QUIZZES AND COMMON ASSESSMENTS MUST BE MADE UP WITHIN ONE WEEK.
Homework Coupons
· Each student will be given two homework coupons per semester.  Since late work is not accepted, using a homework coupon is your chance to receive full credit on a particular assignment.  Late assignments may be turned in with a coupon up to one week after it is assigned for full credit.  Homework coupons may not be used for tests, quizzes, projects, etc., only homework assignments.
Required Materials
· A three-ring notebook is required for this class.  This notebook will contain vocabulary lists, class notes (grammar, culture, video, etc.) and various assignments, etc.  The purpose of the notebook is to keep your materials well organized and to provide a study tool that will help you in the preparation of quizzes, tests and daily work.  If you have a problem obtaining a three-ring binder, please contact me and we will make arrangements.  Is important that you bring all necessary materials to class daily, such as textbooks, class notes (notebook), paper, pencils, pens, etc.  
Attendance
· Good attendance is important for all classes, and students are expected to follow the high school’s attendance policy.  If you are absent, it is your responsibility to get notes, hand-outs, and any missed assignments.  If your absence is excused you will have the opportunity to make up the work missed. 
Videos
· In Spanish II we watch the PBS series “American Family.”  This series is about a Latino family living Los Angeles.  The purpose of watching the series is to gain a better understanding of Latino culture within the United States.  Students will be periodically assessed based on the information gathered in the series.
Class Conduct and Rules
· All students are expected to conduct themselves properly in the classroom and follow the standard school rules and policies.

Class conduct:
· All students are expected to act like ladies and gentlemen and show respect for each other and the instructor.
· Phones will not be allowed in my classroom un less I give special permission.  (leave in lockers)
· Students are to be in the room and ready to begin when the bell rings. 
· Students are to remain seated until dismissed by the teacher.  Please do not pack up early.
Your success in this class depends on the amount of time and energy that you are willing to put forth.  As your guide in this class I have positive expectations from each one of you, and the class as a whole.   It is going to be a memorable and exciting year, and I look forward to each and every day. 
¡Buena suerte!  ¡Espero que tengas un buen año!
Dear parents,
I am so glad that your child has decided to take Spanish again this year.  I am looking forward to getting to know you, as well as your child.  Parental awareness and involvement is so vital in a child’s education, therefore I am having each of my students bring home his/ her syllabus so that you are aware of what is expected from your child in my classroom.  I ask that you please read over the syllabus with your child and sign it so that I know you have read it.  This signed syllabus (in its entirety), will be your child’s first assignment in my class.  It will be a required piece for his/her 3-ring notebook, so that you and your child may refer to it throughout the year.  Please keep the neon paper at home for your reference.
If you have any comments or questions regarding the syllabus or the Spanish classes in general please feel free to contact me by phone at 788-7354, by e-mail at mbejaran@oakridgeschools.org, or send a note attached to this document.
Thank you for your cooperation.
Sincerely,
Maija Bejarano
Please sign below after reading the syllabus.
Parent signature: _________________________________
Student signature: ________________________________

(Please return the entire syllabus.  Do not just tear off the signed portion.)
